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A Study of the Systematic Curriculum for
the Yangqin Beginner
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Abstract

The yangqin is both an international and ethnic strike stringed instrument in
Chinese musical instruments. Over the years, the yanggin instrument has evolved in a
number of ways. These developments have inspired new academic research on
yangqin, including history, culture, performance, teaching, composition, and theory of
the instrument. However, there are few academic studies on the yangqin curriculums.
Although there are a number of yanggin curriculums, these curriculums are neither
standardized nor accurate. Consequently, it is difficult to teach the instrument.
Therefore, there is a need to examine and revamp the various yangqin curriculums.

This study offers a literature review, survey results, and inductive reasoning on
various kinds of yanggin curriculums. | have conducted surveys with yanggin
teachers to investigate the various types of curriculums. The survey results allow us to
know about the teachers’ basic information, learning background, teaching experience
and teaching effectiveness. | statistically analyzed the most popular curriculum, and
have further examined the structure of the curriculum, arrangements of the chapters,
course progress, as well as the selection of music pieces. This study also explores the
rules and characteristics of the curriculum for beginner. It hopes to provide yanggin
researchers to obtain a better understanding of the pedagogy of teaching yanggqin.

This study has summarized the findings into four categories, namely, "theory
cognition™, "skills teaching", "comprehensive application”, and "music/compositions".
It has standardized the scope of learning at each stage with the hope of designing a
scientific, normative and systematic curriculum for yanggin beginners.

I hope to use the findings of this study to establish a better curriculum for
yangqin beginners, as well as, to improve my pedagogical approach to teaching
yanggqin. | also hope my research can offer yangqin teachers with a better approach to

teaching the instrument to beginners and to promote the art of the yanggin.

Keywords: yanggin, curriculum for beginner, systematic curriculum, Li Ling Ling,

Zhan Jin Niang
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