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The ° ‘Confucius Ceremony ° (literally ‘display-
presentation ° ceremony) originally is not a specific
terminology for sacrifice to Confucius, after years
of evolution it became the special term for Confucius
worship.

Confucian Ritual Music is the music for the Confucius
ceremony, it is based on the idea of ‘Grand Concert
of Music “ (T+ &% ). ‘Grand Concert of Music’
1s the combination of musical performances, with the
musical instruments being grouped as the ‘Eight
Notes’ and the musical notation from Song and Yuan
Dynasty to mostly Ming and Qing Dynasty. Therefore,
Confucian Ritual Music i1s a special music type among
today ‘s music with significant characteristics of
ancient ‘Eight Note ° for palace ritual.



The ‘Confucian Temple ° is also named as Kong Miao
or temple of Confucius. The temple of Confucius in
Taiwan was mainly referred as ° ‘Confucian

Temple ° in traditional handwriting. In today ‘s
Taiwan, there are about 30s temples for worshipping
Confucius. In this project, the temples are grouped
according to their size and ceremony type. The annual
Confucius Ceremony are mainly organized by large
Confucian temples, including Tainan Confucian Temple,
Kaohsiung Confucian Temple, Chiayi Confucian Temple,
Changhua Confucian Temple, Penghu Confucian Temple,
Hsinchu Confucian Temple, Yilang Confucian Temple,
Taipei Confucian Temple, Pingtung Confucian Temple,
Taichung Confucian Temple, Qishan Confucian Temple,
Nantou Confucian Temple, Taoyuan Confucian Temple,
Miaoli Confucian Temple etc., which are also the main
research focus of this project.

The Taiwan Confucian Ritual Music was not able to
continue through the Japanese rule, while in China,
the Sacrifice to Confucius was vanished for almost 35
years. As a result, when Confucius Ceremony resumed
at Qufu, they took Taiwan Confucian Ritual Music as a
reference. This further indicated the importance of
Confucian Ritual Music. As the past research about
the Ritual Music was limited, it is the main goal for
this project to further enrich the Confucian Ritual
Music research through field study and literature
investigation, and add further values to Taiwan
history cultural preservation.

Taiwan, Confucian Temple, Temple of Confucius,
Confucian Ritual Music, Sacrifice to Confucius
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