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In these years, there are more and more creative workers
and industries aggregated around the Dihwa Streets,
Dadaocheng area in Taipei City. These trades embedded in
the historic area, matching the beautiful facades in the
street and the walkers friendly environments, all these
elements make this area a popular place for tourists,
especially the young.

According to the “Law for the Development of the Cultural
and Creative Industries” , the Dihwa Street is a so- called
creative blocks. Under the proposition of “the culture is
a good business” , the word “culture” means the cultural
assets belong and shared by a certain group of people,
so-called a community. Was there any cultural and historic
resources of the area can be transformed into the material
for the cultural and creative industries? Were there any
connections between the traditional business and the newly
developed industries? Since the area was a traditional
wholesale market for foods, was the formation of its
landscape of gastronomy implied the connections between the
trades.

The article took the process of the formation of landscape
of gastronomy as a case study, to figure out if there is
any possible connection or appropriations from the
traditional food and Chinese medicine trades to the new
cultural and creative industries. That is, the researcher
suggested the local historic resources could be a rich
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material for the development of the creative industries. At
the same time, the creative industries might help to
support the conservation of local culture.

Dadaocheng, Di Hwa Streets, Cultural Creative Industries
Creative blocks, Landscape of Gastronomy
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1 BiwJFr B ¢ It is generally agreed that this term applies to those industries that combine the creation,

production and commercialization of creative contents, which are intangible and cultural in nature. These
contents are typically protected by copyright and they can take the form of goods or services. Ef}FIA :
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/es/files/30297/11942616973cultural_stat EN.pdf/cultural stat EN.pdf
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Creative blocks, gastronomy and urban regeneration : The
Formation of Landscape of Gastronomy and Cultural
Creative Industries in Dadaocheng in Taipei City

Yin, Pao-Ning*

Abstract

In these years, there are more and more creative workers and industries aggregated around
the Dihwa Streets, Dadaocheng area in Taipei City. These trades embedded in the historic area,
matching the beautiful facades in the street and the walkers friendly environments, all these
elements make this area a popular place for tourists, especially the young.

According to the “Law for the Development of the Cultural and Creative Industries”, the
Dihwa Street is a so—called creative blocks. Under the proposition of “the culture is a good
business”, the word “culture” means the cultural assets belong and shared by a certain group of
people, so—called a community. Was there any cultural and historic resources of the area can be
transformed into the material for the cultural and creative industries? Were there any connections
between the traditional business and the newly developed industries? Since the area was a
traditional wholesale market for foods, was the formation of its landscape of gastronomy implied
the connections between the trades.

The article took the process of the formation of landscape of gastronomy as a case study, to
figure out if there is any possible connection or appropriations from the traditional food and
Chinese medicine trades to the new cultural and creative industries. That is, the researcher
suggested the local historic resources could be a rich material for the development of the creative
industries. At the same time, the creative industries might help to support the conservation of local
culture.

Keywords: Dadaocheng, Di Hwa Streets, Cultural Creative Industries Creative blocks,Landscape

of Gastronomy
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Management, Creative Clusters, and Urban
Regeneration: URS Policy in Taipei, Taiwan
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Abstract

“URS” stands for the Urban Regeneration Stations. It is a cultural-led urban regeneration policy the
Taipei City government recently proposed. By introducing young or cultural workers groups into
old/ historic neighborhood, not only to vitalize the old buildings, but also create more jobs for these
areas.

In Taipei City’s Dadaocheng area, where Di-Hua Street was originally located, is one of the
starting points where the city was recruited into modern capitalism and the global division of labor.
The development history of Taipei City is self-evident through the transition of this old street. It is
now an experimental site for the URS policy. However, a recent migration of creative industry
workers there, thus creating a transformation within the district. Through the discussion of
individual cases, this paper explores the substantial influence of URS policy introduced by the City
government, which might be a strategic assembling between creative industry, cultural heritage

and cultural-led urban regeneration being developed in Taiwan.

Keywords: cultural heritage, URS, creative clusters, cultural-led urban regeneration, Dadaocheng,

Dihua Street

Introduction

Issues regarding urban development and cultural preservation are faced with two Behemoths in
Taiwan. The first is that real estate prices are soaring, therefore, most people choose to tear down
old houses and reconstruct them into skyscrapers. This is the primary reason why there is barely
any historical footprints left in the cities Secondly, under the effect of modernization, most people

regard old houses as being the symbol of obsolete, outmoded and laggard. The historical value



has not been treasured or valued. Social progress and fair living standards are only considered if
people reside in reinforced, concrete walls. With these two main factors, not only are citizens
molded to think this way, but also government policies neglect the important topic of a city’s
historical and cultural preservation. In addition, when governments were about to assign specific
architects to historical sites, it was often opposed or torn down by the owner, and sometimes even
set on fire. Therefore, most city landscapes were “modernized”; with barely any historical evidence
that can be detected in urban space. Only a small number of houses were designated or registered
within cultural heritage, towering aloft yet alienated from the surrounding landscape. A few
architectures, of mainly historical blocks, were preserved after a tremendous effort. Dihua Street is
one of the few historical blocks that has been preserved, keeping the historical fagade records of

the streets of Taipei.

The development history of Taipei city can be traced back to the Qing Dynasty, approximately 130
years ago. During the Japanese colonization (1895-1945), Taiwan had entered the phase of
modernization. After World War IlI, Taiwan underwent postwar reconstruction and urban
modernization development. Therefore, after the 1990s, most urban constructions with reinforced
concrete were faced with the problem of urban aging. The corresponding makeover then relied on
urban renewal, which is the policy following city reconstruction in the United States. However,
“urban renewal” is often a destructive construction, destroying all the previous urban structures.
The sole beneficiary was none other than the developers. City landscapes were substantially
changed, and at the same time dissolving neighboring relationships. In addition, the procedure of
the related decree is so complicated that in certain regions, the progress of urban renewal can drag
on for ten years or so, thus triggering criticisms. In short, urban renewal in Taiwan is faced with
numerous hindrances. Therefore, government departments are considering other possible options,
leading them towards “urban regeneration”. Recently, “cultural-led urban regeneration” has

become the primary policy of urban cultural conservation in Taiwan.

Simply stated, Taiwan is facing urban aging, with the poor quality of infrastructure, and the urban
service. Moreover, manifesting urban cultural features throughout urban historical preservation,
while creating city charisma, and enhancing the living quality, are crucial issues for urban
development. However, these concepts collide and contradict with one another, and are at the
same time, critical for an urban regeneration policy to win over the approval and support of the

residents. Therefore, the URS plan has become one of the most important policies to gain



advocacy. The planning and implementation of this can be compared with acupuncture, inserting
interesting operation plans for old houses: such as holding various activities, inviting people to
attend and enjoy the experience, so that they can understand the charm of these old houses
first-hand. This has brought about crowds and utilization in rather deserted areas. This not only
spurred the vibe of these regions, at the same time, changing the concept, and identifying with the
existence value of the old houses. There are better ways than tearing down old houses and

building new ones to activate an urban space and enhance its living quality.

This essay targets the URS plan of Taipei city as the research core. The specific practices, policy
implications, and policy impacts, will be discussed to rethink the issue of urban historical cultural

preservation and urban sustainability.

What is URS?

URS is the abbreviation for “Urban Regeneration Stations”. As the pronunciation strongly relates to
“yours”, it is to stress that “the city is yours”, or owned by everyone — not just the few advantaged
groups, such as the real estate developers. Meanwhile, since the city belongs to everyone, the
history and memory should also be shared and owned. This right should not be easily relinquished.
This policy can be explained as one of the attempts by the Taipei City government — where they
wish to change the previous urban regeneration policy that diminishes and destroys local history.
The major implementation modality of this policy first encourages the city’s residents to provide
idled architectural spaces through public architectures or promotion plans. This especially applies
to idled buildings in the old downtown area. Next, the authority will be responsible for the repairing
funds if applicable, judging from whether or not these architectures will be in need of simple repairs.
Third, the usage of these locations will be planned and determined. Non-governmental enterprises
will be encouraged or invited to be stationed in either, private non-profit organizations, universities,
creative industries, or design companies, and these units will be responsible for the spatial use.
Usually, it can be used as an incubation center for young entrepreneurs, as well as holding a
variety of cultural activities for the visitors. In addition to the renovating funds, the city government
will also provide short-term operation expenses for these units. Basic operation fees covered by
the government have smoothed out the profit pressure for the team. This induces these units to
propose various spatial revitalization plan through innovation. Not only do these architectural
spaces become the workshop for the teams, or an incubation center for young creative workers,

but it also creates a beautiful spark among the professional workers as they share the same space.



This includes industrial designers, graphic designers, fashion designers, architectural space
designers, artists, imagery workers, magazine editors, and website design and software

developers.

Strategically, the locations of these bases are extremely crucial. Normally, they are located in the
old downtown area of Taipei. Through the innovation of creative workers, the surrounding hub is
activated, since this is the equation to fewer job openings, young people and weaker industry
development. Setting the URS bases at these areas not only creates physical job openings and
activates surrounding industries, but also lures in numerous young people that change the
atmosphere of the community. In addition to the incubation centers for creative workers, these
URS bases plan numerous cultural activities based on their operational contract. These activities
include art exhibitions, forums, lectures, workshops and/or small-scaled performances, which can
be attended by residents and visitors alike. The event attendees were also brought into these old
communities, especially when commercial activities were being held, as they were considered as
potential consumers. This is when people from the old community reimagine their old houses: in
that they do not have to be torn down. Instead, their charisma can be used as an urban

regeneration strategy for urban cultural preservation.

Community involvement can be fortified through software management, as well as imagining the
feasible change to its living environments. Luring in various industries and cultural activities
revitalizes the entire region. In other words, this is not remotely close to traditional urban
regeneration as it imports real estate capital, knocks down yet builds an abundant amount of
skyscrapers. This not only conflicts visually with the surrounding environmental landscapes, but
also numerous newly moved in residents who change the characteristic of the local community and
the composition of the dwellers. This predatory urban regeneration usually only comes down to

one consequence: sabotage of the original community life.

Table 1: URS bases summary

Property and
Station Management Mode of Original

Name team acquisition Usage
()

Duration station size Station Mission




URS127 2010.5 Architecture | Volume shift Taipei City Retail Store - Igniting the stationing
DaDaoCheng | Tamkang | Department, Government House in of product industry at
Design 2013.11 Tamkang 450 m? DiHua Street with design
Gallery Blue University - Combine this region’s
Dragon Blue Dragon traditional industry with
Art Company art
URS44 2011.5 Institute of Volume shift Taipei City Retail Store Continuing the historical
Dadaocheng | - today historical Government House context database of
Story House Resources 524.83 m’ DiHua Street
Management
URS27 2011.6 Taipei City Rental contract | Taiwan Freight station | Providing public green
The Grand - today Urban with Taiwan Railways field and outdoor activity
Green Regeneration | Railway Administration, space for residents
Office Association National
and National Property
Property Administration
Administration | 19726 m
URS21 2011.9- JUuT Rental contract | National Taiwan Regional creativity
Chung Shan | 2014.9 Foundation with National Property Tobacco & platform and juvenile
Creative Hub for Arts & Property Administration | Liquor incubation center
Architecture | Administration | 4150 m Corporation
Surrounding JhongShen
land included Distribution
8081 nr Center
URS13 2011.10- | Taipei City Rental contract | National Taiwan Provides leisure and
Nangang 2013.6 Urban with National Property Tobacco & performance space for
Bottle Cap Regeneration | Property Administration1 | Liquor communities near
Factory Office Administration | 6000 m* Corporation Nangang

Nangang Bottle

Cap Factory




URS89-6 2011.9- JUuT Provided by JUuT JUuT creation experimental
Urban Core 2012.3 Foundation JUT Foundation Foundation’s field; creativity platform
for Arts & Foundation for | 66 m land for urban | form domestic and
Architecture | Arts & regeneration foreign artist
Architecture
URS155 2012.6 C+ Culture Volume shift Taipei City Store from for | cooking and creativity
Cooking - today Government33 | grains, Chinese
Together 6m herbal
medicine
URS27W 2012.9 I-Mei Volume shift Taipei City Tea shop Continue to revive the
Film Range - today Multimedia Government city and cultural
e-Content 185 m movement through
Production & media
Marketing
Co.
Chiang
Wei-shui's
Cultural
Foundation
URS27M 2012. Chinese Rental contract | Taipei Water House of the Station for ecology,
Mountain - today Culture with Taipei Department Director of history, art and
Forum University Water 660 m’ Taipei Water education
Alumni Department Department
Association
URS13 2014.12 Accton Arts Taipei City Bank of Taiwan | the residence Preparation since 2012
TianMu White | - today Foundation Urban 140.95 m of US Army for Taipei exclusive
House Regeneration Surrounding Garrison heritage community arts
Office land Officer in performance space
temporary included4287.5 | Taiwan

organization

m?




contract with
Bank of Taiwan

for 5 years from

2014
URS329 2014.12 YehdingFa Volume shift Taipei City Decade Rice Improving the
Rice & Shine | - today company and Government29 | Store revitalization and
Green Film 7.5 m regeneration of
production traditional industry on

Northern DiHua Street

Source: research analysis

The Taipei City Urban Regeneration Office proposed their “Urban Regeneration Station” in May,
2010, and these were set up one after another. During its heyday, there were a total of 11
regeneration stations. From the trial of URS 127 to today, all the URS are operating stably except
for three: URS 89-6 was retrieved by Jut Land Development who continued the original
development plan; URS 13 Nangang Bottle Cap Factory made specific development plans in
accordance to the surrounding stations; URS 21 was returned to the National Property

Administration, Ministry of Finance.

Five of the eight remaining URS are located in DaDaoCheng, which was the first to open up for
trade along the Danshui riverbank. It is also one of the regions that completely preserved the
Taipei City streets and architectural history facade. Regarding the physical space, the stationing of
these URS crucially and urgently relates with the revitalization and regeneration of the old
downtown area. However, when it comes to the history of urban development, DaDaoCheng
successfully demonstrated the abstract value of urban historical style and cultural definition.
Therefore, this essay will be using the URS operation in DaDaoCheng area as a research case
study, focusing the discussion on the subtle correlation of urban historical preservation and urban

regeneration.

URS in DaDaoCheng: From vision to action?




A few crucial characteristics can be induced from the stations in this area. In May 2010, the first
regeneration station, URS 127, was located here. Six years have now passed with stable and
continuing policies. The latest station, URS 329, established in December 2014, is also located
here. The establishment time was five years later than the planning of the policy — this plan was
established with the rate of approximately one new regeneration station per year. Thus,
observation and comparison can be made towards the historical and chronicle change of this
station in DaDaoCheng. These five stations were donated to the Taipei City Government through a
volume shift, so that they can fully command the regeneration proposal of these bases, as well as
the overall planning and execution of the urban regeneration policy. The most common feature of
these regeneration architects is the traditional MinNan storefront houses, and the western
buildings that are two to three stories high. The setting history of the URS can be introduced in
three stages. First, the embryonic stage, which centers on creating a topic. In other words,
magnifying the public value of this issue of urban regeneration, in addition to emphasizing the
public usage of the space, and inviting the crowd to discuss the issue of urban regeneration and
cultural preservation. The second phase turns to promoting innovative and creative exchange
platforms. As an old community, inviting young people to join will hopefully bring in energy and
creativity, as well as creating new job vacancies and opportunities, and activating local economic
activities. The third stage is maturity. Through the effort of all the teams, recent developments and
changes of DaDaoCheng have caught the attention more than ever. Visitors flocking in have
revitalized the local economy. Through various cultural and experimental activities, the issue

developments of the local community are still progressing.

URS 127 was originally an experimental land. The Department of Architecture of Tamkang
University was responsible for its store front space operation as their specialty is in architectural
space design. This is one of the traditional MinNan linear store houses, with a store front and living
space in the back. Its original design concept comes with a store front, a patio in the middle, and
the living space for the store owners in the back. Certain limitations are hardwired into these
buildings when turning them into public spaces for the community, such as lectures and/or
exhibitions, as they were originally designed for specific family businesses. However, these
traditional commercial living spaces can barely be seen with the exception of DaDaoCheng. This

unique living space experience has become really proactive for most visitors.



At the initial phase, URS 127 was named as the “DaDaoCheng Design Gallery”. This was to
emphasize the fact that it has been turned from a private to a public store front, for the people’s
non-profitable space. This public value can also be seen in URS 44, that was established the
second year. URS 44 was operated by the Institute of Historical Resources Management, which
has long been promoting historical preservation. Named as “DaDaoCheng Story House”, it
stresses the primary mission as collecting, accumulating, disseminating, and sharing local history
and the story of DaDaoCheng. Not only are lectures, workshops, and tours frequently held for
visitors to understand the local history and story, but also continually caring and promoting
community requests, along with proposing solutions from the perspective of guarding the

community, whilst spurring the historical preservation responsibility to the fullest.

2011 can be considered as the sprinting period for the URS. In addition to URS 44, there were four
other bases being initiated: URS 27, URS 21, URS 13, and URS 89-6. As URS 27 provides urban
green space, the other three possess vigorous development plans. Through the cooperation
between the public and private sectors, the developer strongly supported the participation of the
JUT Foundation for Arts and Architecture. As its expertise lies in architectural aesthetics and
design, they were able to promote domestic and foreign artist creation and an artist community at
URS 21 and URS 89-6. The creativity exchange among the designers constructed an innovative
incubation platform for young entrepreneurs. During this period, the world famous architect team of
MVRDV held an architecture exhibition in Taipei; cooperated with Japan, imported Japan’s
Metabolism architectural exhibition, with Koolhaas giving a speech; Chinese architect Wang Shu,
who won the Pritzker Architecture Prize in 2012, was also invited to hold an exhibition here. In
addition, Taipei City Government invited Charles Landry from the creative city as the municipal
advisor, visiting Taipei three times in February, June, and October of 2012, steering Taipei towards
becoming a creative city. These lively international exchanges not only set the tone, but also
demonstrated the city government’s attempt to encourage innovation and creativity, and at the
same time assisting ambitions of the young entrepreneurs. In addition, the URS broke free from the
original concept of non-profit, public emphasis, and openness. Instead, it marches towards an

incubation platform that encourages young entrepreneurs and creative workers alike.

Under the effect of this trend, URS 155, “Cooking Together”, opened in June 2012. There were two
dimensions of its orientation, corresponding to the policy of the city government, and generating a

creative exchange platform for the younger generation’s innovation and creativity. On the other



hand, the workers stationed in URS 155 considered DaDaoCheng’s historical cultural background
as the foundation of such a creative exchange platform. In order to encourage the workers to learn
more about the history and culture of the area, as well as creating friendly relationships with their
neighbors, they proposed an action strategy of “cooking/eating together”. Dihua Street in
DaDaoCheng was the major wholesale transaction for the North-South goods and advanced
ingredients. Citizens are invited to various activities, such as guided tours for Dihua Street’s
seasonal cuisine, dining on seasonal cuisines, and reading cook books, as well as cooking and
dining together. This is not merely a happy hour that people share while dining, but it also, at the
same time, benefits local businesses. Neighbors can strongly relate to the passion of young people,

whilst achieving multiple goals at the same time.

URS 27W opened approximately at the same time, with a completely different story. The building
was originally a hundred-year classic tea shop, right next to one of the crucial destinations in
Taiwan: Chiang Wei-Shui, who strongly advocated resilience against the Japanese colonization,
founded Daan Hospital. Not only did he promote the political opposition movement, but also
proposed starting from a cultural perspective. Therefore, he founded the Taiwan Cultural
Association, along with promoting the New Culture Movement. He opened a “Culture Bookstore”
beside the hospital, established the Taiwan News, which was also the first newspaper for
Taiwanese. This location was then bought by I-Mei confectioners, who appreciated this special
bond in history. Therefore, I-Mei Multimedia e-Content Production & Marketing Co., Ltd. invited
Chiang Wei Shui’s Cultural Foundation to cooperate and manage this station together. The major
management strategy targets the food culture that I[-Mei has chronically accumulated in
DaDaoCheng. Meanwhile, the effort of promoting local history and culture has never stopped.
Audio and video production companies have applied this to filming and software development. In
other words, setting out from local history and culture not only enables the public to understand

more about local history, but also developed brand new start-up opportunities on the spot.

The URS had been stably developed from 2012 to 2014, yet certain inevitable chemical reactions
have occurred to the block. According to statistics, DaDaoCheng opened 40 new stores from
2014-2015; with a total of 70 stores inside three years. Within the DaDaoCheng Historical
Landscape Special District, 370 stores applied for a volume shift. International businesses such as
Starbucks, and Evernote were also stationed there. Art Yard was stationed from 2010, with thirty

more of its creative franchise stores opening up as well. During this 4-5 year period, DaDaoCheng



changed from the old street block by the Danshui Riverside — selling traditional tea, Chinese
medicine ingredients, North-South goods, and advanced ingredients — to the younger generation’s
favorite cultural creative cluster. Ever since the opening of the Danshui River, the DaDaoCheng
region has been considered a prosperous place for commercial activities. Even though it was
seemingly declining, yet the URS plan revitalized the street blocks as they were before; with the
industry shifting from traditional wholesale to a creative industry and cultural tourism. With such a
background, the latest station, URS 329, used “URS” as a commercial strategy. Putting local
culture and history to great use, it is a profitable pattern for creative industries, and the selling of a
local history symbol — and at the same time, spreading to surrounding audio and video industries.
However, this management strategy goes towards the offspring of the local family business, which
is based on the deeply sensational identification and understanding towards local history. It is not

only a management strategy, but also the attitude to give back to local development.

The management team of URS 329 consists of the YehJingFa Company and the Green Film
production. Both of these teams are the descendants of the Yeh family at DaDaoCheng. The Yeh
family has been rice traders for five generations based here. However, since the rice industry has
declined, younger family generations have chosen to start their career aside from becoming rice
traders. On seeing the declination and transformation of DaDaoCheng, film director YehTianLun
and Green Film Production started shooting movies and television shows with DaDaoCheng as the
context background. YehShoLun started off from the family-owned rice industry, bought another
store front, URS 329, which was previously owned by another rice trader, and named it “Rice &
Shine”. He turned it into a diverse cultural space with rice culture as its theme, presenting rice
culture, selling quality rice, as well as developing a cafeteria based on rice and Taiwan’s local dairy
produce. Meanwhile, a variety of seminars was held to exhibit and perform cultural activities. In fact,
this business group owns an abundant amount of storefronts at the North Street of DaDaoCheng.
“Rice & Shine” is one of the spotlights and hubs, connecting nearby stores, display, development,
and cafeteria. This management mode has arguably demonstrated the value of the URS to the

fullest.

Discussion
A copious amount of research emerged recently to discuss whether or not specific “effects” had

successfully occurred after the URS was stationed in DaDaoCheng. It shifts the focus on the



degree of interaction in terms of the commercial activity, over and above the impact and effect for
traditional industries as the creative industry moves in. However, specifically quantified statistics
were barely accessible; the same goes for the trustworthy measurement of whether or not the URS
“succeeded”. The only thing that can be observed from a market economy perspective is the
fluctuation of the surrounding real estate and rent prices. However, this is also affected by such
factors as the overall real estate market price and the market boom in Taiwan. Certain implications
are therefore complex. Judging from experience, the fact that new stores continue to be stationed,
with crowds flocking in, and therefore the residents are experiencing a shifting of the block that
cannot be denied. However, this essay wishes to discuss how urban cultural heritage can be
utilized, and history can be preserved through urban regeneration. A few observations are listed

below through the development of the URS in DaDaoCheng over the years.

4.1 Creating advantages by putting the specialties of architectural aesthetic and street
space

Dihua Street in DaDaoCheng is one of the few streets that preserves a complete Japanese
colonization street scale, as well as the building’s fagade. Surrounding street blocks such as
Yanping North Road, Liangzhou Street, and Guisui Street, retained their original road width. When
compared to the Taipei street scale today, also known as the modern city street scale, one may be
prone to thinking that the city streets here are too narrow and crowded, seemingly out of date in
comparison. However, it is exactly due to this street scale that it is a rather friendly walking zone,
where visitors can freely meander; meanwhile, the stores along the road easily attract pedestrians.
The street scale corresponds with the 2-3 floored store fronts that are equally friendly for people to
admire the delicate details of the facade and the decoration of this building. In addition, wandering
comfortably, and at the same time avoiding the noise of the traffic, has created a leisurely
atmosphere that echoes the historical sentiment, satisfying the aesthetic enjoyment of the

experimental economy.

Coincidentally, this street was not destroyed in the rapid modernization during the 1970s. Nearby
merchants wished to widen the streets to catch up on enhance the image of modernity. This led to
a social movement in 1988, which was the first one ever that gathered a crowd in order to save the
old street. Consequently, this street preserved its original look. Most residents and visitors are

successfully persuaded that the preservation of historical streets is not necessarily the symbol for



being out of date. Furthermore, it can be considered as a treasure trove filled with the city’s stories

and the citizen memories — the place for younger generations to take a peek into the past.

Simply stated, satisfying the economic demand of local merchants with consumer behavior through
“culture” led urban regeneration — keeping commercial activities alive, attracting visitors to enter
historical blocks — is one of the crucial factors that local inhabitants are willing to regain their

original spatial form and lifestyle.

4.2 Culture means business? Business is culture.

The industry model and production mode of the cultural creative industry has spread globally, and
Taiwan is no exception. Through turning tangible and intangible cultural assets into marketable
products and services, employment opportunities are created as well as the output value. This
enabled the traditional culture to become acquainted, converted, and continued, acting as the core
value for the operation of the creative industries. However, critical perspectives question careers
that profit through culture in such a capitalistic society — not only instrumentalized, but also wiping
out the profound quality of culture itself. This issue presented an interesting phenomenon in that
DaDaoCheng was originally the main town for the initial development phase of the port trade and
business for Taipei City, and has always been in a leading position, to connect with the
international capitalism markets. It promptly imports the latest merchandises, knowledge, and
concepts into Taiwan, and continues to be attractive, as international dream chasers immigrate
here. In other words, the constant moving in and settling down has been accumulated as a part of
local culture. Commercial culture is one of the most important assets here. Therefore, newly
accommodated creative industries are identical to the merchants who came here to chase their
own dreams: in the hopes of selling their creativity via this commercial port. Not to mention the
originality that the creative cultural industry puts culture into its greatest usage. Borrowing the
historical elegance of DaDaoCheng to benefit from the merchandise and service created, is exactly
the enchanting inner soul of the local creative industry. Yet intentionally, it emphasizes the face
that Dihua Street is fixed at the historical landscape of 1920 as the “Renaissance” theme for
creative culture, and ignores the fact that culture changes and evolves through time. This might
essentialize the connotations and value of local culture. Freezing the time of heritage preservation,
and trying to keep the building at a certain time in history, has demonstrated a sort of stereotype.
People are prone into thinking that they are out of date antiques and nobody wants to get a closer

look. The younger generation does not recognize these either, and would rather stay away.



4.3 Community-guarding-led urban conservation

DaDaoCheng was one of the earliest-developed regions, with pedestrian-friendly street scales.
However, some sections were faced with such infrastructure service insufficiency as an aging
architecture, an opening green land system, and parking and fire prevention. Strictly speaking,
there are a lot of unresolved infrastructure service facility problems remaining among the tearing
down of the old, overall update, and preserving historical architectures — which is also crucial for
entering the old street blocks. Therefore, the URS in DaDaoCheng acts as a community guardian,
corresponding urban regeneration with urban conservation. For instance, after URS 44 held
numerous workshops for the community, they realized that since the region consists of mostly
merchants, most stores close at seven. The streets are therefore relatively dark at night, which is
rather dangerous for people coming home late — thus the concern in terms of security. In addition,
in order to achieve block revitalization, should consumer behaviors like night clubs be considered?
Alternatively, should the living quality of the local community be listed as the top priority? Lastly,
residents hoped to improve their living quality, and therefore initiated the activity that all stores
should leave a light on in the hallways for people coming home late. The URS thereby provided an
urban conservation perspective to guard the community. This supplement is for the crucial issue of

urban regeneration and local living quality.

4.4 Wholesale Retail? Cultural tourism or creative industry?

Dihua Street has been the location for Chinese traditional herbal medicine, tea, and North-South
goods. The main commercial activity is wholesale, with a rather low percentage for retail. However,
as the creative industry entered this block, the original management mode for service and
wholesale has changed into servicing individual customers. In addition to such a business model
as to target customers and selling amount changes, this place has turned from specified
purchasing of related industries to leisure “tourists”. In other words, even though this region has
been activated since visitors increased due to the creative industry and other cultural activities,
villagers and residents consider overly emphasizing “tourism” has disturbed their wholesale

businesses, creating tension and conflict.

This contradiction did not solely derive from the transformation of the industry. It also pointed out
the fundamental problem of urban cultural conservation: a worthwhile-preserving culture came

from the unique spatial environment, from architectures and streets to lifestyle. If merely the shell



of the architecture is preserved, the heritage related history pattern and content are apt to be
lacking. This is the biggest deficiency of heritage preservation in Taiwan, although it has gradually
been improved through years of discussion and effort. However, much can be discussed regarding
how it actually can be dealt with. Conversely, even though the historical blocks of Dihua Street
possess an elegant architectural fagade was well, in addition to a preserved street landscape, it is
the export of tea, rice, and the trade of North-South goods, and Chinese herbal medicine, that has
contributed to its cultural value ever since DaDaoCheng opened its doors. International trade has
led Taiwan to the world, bringing wealth to merchants as well as creating prosperity in Dihua Street
and Western architectures. However, with a bit of fluctuation, industry transformation is inevitable.

Then how should DaDaoCheng’s historical cultural preservation be preserved?

This contradiction can briefly be considered from two dimensions. First, the hardware should be
the priority of architectural preservation, so that the population can experience the beauty of
historical architectural space and streets. However, the usage of the interior of the building lies
within the willingness of the property’s owner and should be respected; public policies should not
interfere. The perks of this plan could prevent tension from private property as well as resurrecting
the natural evolution of the industry. The second dimension proposed that these traditional
businesses have developed their own unique business cultural value along with a complete
industrial-related system, should they, therefore, be putting more effort into the management and
preservation of the software. Such as selling Chinese medicine herbs, tonics at Chinese medicine
stores — the philosophy indication of herbs and diet cannot be underestimated. This young market
is surrounded by cloth-related stores: from clothing customization chain, tailoring, and costumes
borrowing the latest DIY trends, as well as the imaginative design for creative workers. If efforts
were put into this direction, then the newest creative industry emerging in DaDaoCheng will not
only be telling stories with local ingredients, designing related merchandises, or providing services
with these cultural contents; but also rethinking the development through the creative industry,

facilitating these traditional industries, and to actively develop its cultural commercialism.

5. Conclusion: From cultural landscape to preserving industrial content

Many studies have pointed out that through the URS plan by the Taipei government and the
industry transformation over the past five years, the surrounding real estate and rent prices have
soared. Leading young people into historical blocks not only puts the historical culture resources to

good use as they let their creativity soar, but also hoping this brings in career opportunities that



lures the crowds into the old blocks. It is seemingly a younger-friendly policy, yet when rents rise,
can these young people benefit from within? Alternatively, are they bursting with energy for the old

street with their creativity and entrepreneurship while sinking in the heavy burden of the rental fee?

This essay is attempting to bring out the perspective that the URS is a strategy for urban
regeneration. Through setting stations, bringing in management teams, organizing culture-art
activities, assisting with the incubation of young entrepreneurial teams, and injecting themes and
creativity brings career opportunities. This leads to a rather profound understanding with the local
cultural historical element, as well as the development history from lively creativity, and culture and
commercial activities. For the local community, this station ignited the concern and effort regarding
their own environmental issues around them; experiencing a value worth treasuring from the old

houses and historical blocks. This can never be replaced by the average modernized skyscrapers.

Nearly 400 years has passed since the first Han started to cultivate the land in Taiwan. Most
historical buildings left behind were built during the reign of the Ching dynasty, with a maximum
age of 200 years. When encountering these urban development conflicts, some theorists advocate
that these historical architects and cultural assets have a rather short architectural history, and is
therefore, not worthy of preservation. In respect to applying a URS plan to urban regeneration, this
essay attempts to focus on how to rethink urban conservation from the perspective of urban
regeneration. Social history values cannot solely be judged from the length of duration. Even
though the URS focuses on urban regeneration, its operation process diverts local history and
cultural resources, enabling the community residences to reimagine the local cultural value. Most
importantly, old street blocks inviting young people to develop their own startup has revived the old
community, in addition to letting younger generations become closer to their own culture. Through
the eyes of an outsider, the local residents can truly think about what common asset is worth
preserving in the face of a substantial change in the community. Last but not least, as the
aforementioned, the fluctuation of a creative industry stationing in, and local industry, should
currently be the primary focus. Particularly the emerging creative block, and the creative economic
system, that are both hot topics for urban policy. Through trending topics such as volume shift,
facade registration, temporary pavement, and building parking lots, to preserve the cultural

landscape of DaDaoCheng should be the major time-pressured preservation issue.



Figure 1. historic facades and brick arch corridors is rare in Taipei City
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